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Mrs Peggy Bulligan (left) and Mr and Mri
Jehn  Darling.

The country wis fiest hunted by a Mr
Humble with d trencher-fed pack in the
middle of the eighteenth century. The pre-
sent Braes of, Ddrwent country, which lies in
Co Durham| ond Northumbeeland, dates
from 1854 when Colonel W Cowen ook the
hounds, He remained an Master umil 1872,
It wan then that his nephew Mr ] A Cowen
took it on until 1§96,

Mr L Priestrhan [then became Master, with
his nephew Major Jack Priesiman bunting
hounds for| much of the time, finally giving
up his Mastership in 1945 Then Mr
G A Cowen touk on hunting the hounds
and remained d8 Master or Joint Maser
with Mr | § Bemtham until 1968, Thus in
more than # éentury only two families
guided the formes of the hunt

A fine wough pagk of hounds was bred dur-
ing this time. They were of the old English
typd and they were well known for their
prowess in the hunting field and on the
flagh ar Peterborough.

On | giving up the Mastership Mr Tony
Cowen  became man, o position he
held until his sudden death during June,
1976. A much lgyed and respected man, he
will be much missed in the coumtry.

A series of short) Masterships has culminated
with Mr Charlés Stirling and Mr [an
Walters who is jl local businessman taking

Min Young (), Mr Joe R
t-Magter. H
of the Cattisrock
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The Braes, back to former glories

High standards in an open, (grass country which is united and happy

Miss Angeia Simpaon,

over the reins In 1974, The country was
divided and the hounds were in 8 moderuie
state, but by dint of hard work and en-
thusiasm things have been put right; good
sport has been shown and the country s
once aguin united and happy.

Many of the Braes of Derwent's famous

set about breeding a
maore modern lines wh
of the country. It only takes a season 1o
ruin a pack of hounds and many veirs 1w
create one, but they are well on the way
back 1o their former glorles,

The Braes country is a contrasting one, set
in a1 coal mining area with Consett Stecl
Works a dominant feature of the landsape,
Nevertheless it is an open all-gross country,
The management have recently made great
efforts o improve it

Recently the kennels were moved from
Shotley Bridge where they had been for

the asityop

( Ar Mueet: Miss I
» M Douglas  Nicholson, whi

Cn Old Cormsay Hill Top are Mr Les Becwich (Iett), Mr Willie Darling, who rode the chanpion kamier

many e, They were In a built up arca
and were far wo blg for this day and age,
Drie to opencast coal mining, farm bulldings
became available at Whittonstall and were
converted by the laie Mr Tony Cowen into
smill compact kennels and stables with thres
modern cottages, This Is a move which will
prove o be both far-sighted and economical.
¢ wan wtill @ lor of snow and ice about
the meet on 8 December at Lord Bure's
crossroads, The countryside looked beauti-
ful, the snow and lce glistening in the sun
shine, but it did not look a suitable day to
go hunting. Mr Douglas Nicholson who
hay owned so many good horses mounted
me on one who knew s way round the
Melton cross country course, so T was well
ible to cope with the Braes country,

Finding in Butsfield Quarry where T was
most impressed with the hounds steadiness
o deer, they rn out below Byerley House
down the Quick Bum w wen up over

a Swith Clefr), a lifelong supporter of the B

Taband nuppliod o horee

il Dvuddin this yewr, and

Hythe Faem, Here there was o marvellous
view of the fox coming up In from of
hounds 1o crosy the Steeley Burn where they
checked and ran on more slowly up Black
Banks to cross the Satley road by Hall Hill,
and down by the Gladder 1o Old Cornsay.
A lietle more luck for the humiaman would
have had the fox caught, but he just beat
b in on along the wop of Ragpath-
it was particularly interesting o
the walls, led by the gallant Mr
alters into and out of snowdrifis, How-
ver fortune favours the brave,

The pack ran on fast and dropped down
off the hill 1o Robinson's Wood and across
the Browney River, ro mark 1o ground In the
ald pit workings at Throstle Nest. Thiv had
be n Interesting hunt of 65 minutes and
ded a five-mile point.

inc

The middle part of the day was inconclusive,
but by 330 it was biverley cold, They
found in the Majors Whin, a lovely gorse

¢ lefe) Sir Robin Furness Bart, Mr Mark Nicholsen, Mrs 8 B Vickers (lel), the Hu
oted by Lady Furness, This i
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Me 1B Waters (centre), the Joint-Master who ix 1o eonvinue ai sole Master mext season

and My N © Srivling, Join-Master and Huntswan, (Behind) (s T Ports, henmel-hunisman,

covert, fairly flew through Sawmill
Wood behind Red House with the wood
echoing to thelr cry 10 cross the road and
drop down over Dykes Wook w Knitdley,
with the enormous Consetr Steel Works fur-
naces lighting up the dusk.

The fox turned back from the Ghill back
aover Dykes Wook 10 Woodlands Park Farm
o mark 10 ground in the sirips ot Wood-
lands Hall the dark. This had been a
circular hunt of 45 minutes on the best
seent of the day.

The Joint Masters had produced a good
day's hunting on a day where the conditions
were against it, proving that keenness and
skill can overcome difficulties. This is pro-
viding one's nerve is good enough which
mine most certainly is not. However the hilly
nature of the country enabled me 1o see
most of what went on by sunding on top
of o hill for much of the day.

Mr Charles Sirling Is o young man with

wiairdly o wall the
Nisliateos The nh

fert with Mrs David Aldr
"l oot - [

a great futare. He hunted the Eron be
ond then held a commission in the 16th/
15th Lancers before leaving 1o be qualified
a8 an accountant which he combined with
hunting the w Valley beagles in Devon
It is a difficult country 1o catch foxes in,
but last season 24} brace were caught which
was 8 postwar record. He has put the
country back on s feer, but moves next
scason 1o be Master and Huntsman of the
Cattdstock. Certainly the Braes' loss will be
the Cattistock’s gain,
His Joint Master Mr Jan Walters continues
command. He has already proved
a good Field Master, His heart i
in the right place and what is most imporant
Is his determination to run & good show
and to get back 1o the wadition of long
Masterships. This country needs 1o tum
away from their recent spate of short
Masterships, [ feel sure he will succeed.
Dgrmor KeLoy

Seeretary sines 1963, moves an from
pe, They are followed by Mr Mark



